MORTGAGE BANKERS ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI
101 East High, Jefferson City, Missouri  65101  Phone:  (573) 634-3244 - Fax: (573) 634-7429

MISSOURI LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – April 15, 2011
TO:
MORTGAGE BANKERS ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI

HEARINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 18th
MONDAY - 04/18/11 

House-Insurance Policy      

5:30 PM, HR 1
  Executive Session will be held on the following bills:

HB 899   Colona - Changes the laws regarding the state's health care utilization review process to comply with federal laws and regulations. 

Executive session may be held on any matter referred to the committee.

TUESDAY - 04/19/11 

House-Economic Development      

Upon afternoon adj, HR 7
  Public hearing:

HB 962   Kratky, M - Authorizes an income tax credit for certain costs incurred in the renovation of a taxpayer's rented dwelling or residence. 

Executive session may be held on any matter referred to the committee.

Senate-General Laws      

1:30 PM, SCR 1
  Public hearing:

HJR 6   Cierpiot - Proposes a constitutional amendment guaranteeing the right of individuals to vote by secret ballot. 

Executive session may follow.

WEEK FOURTEEN OVERVIEW – CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING

Only four weeks remain in the 2011 Missouri Legislative Session.  The Missouri Senate worked on several issues this week including Congressional re-districting; public education funding; and local regulations on animal facilities.  Although ultimately passed by the Senate, several individual Senators voiced their displeasure with the Senate Committee proposed map of the new eight congressional districts.  Congressional re-districting has been very contentious as Missouri’s new map must be drawn to reflect the loss of one member.  

The Missouri House of Representatives moved numerous House bills to the Senate.  In addition, by a close vote, the House sent legislation to the Governor’s desk that weakens the laws governing “dog breeding” facilities.  This legislative effort was a priority to rural lawmakers due to the recently passed ballot initiative by the Humane Society of the United States.  Missouri voters narrowly approved the “puppy mill” ballot question last November that created several new requirements on licensed pet breeders.  The Governor will now have fifteen days to make a decision to allow the bill to become law, or veto and anger many of the rural interests.

Next week the Missouri Senate is scheduled to begin floor debate on the fiscal year 2012 state budget.

AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE FEES FOR FOREIGN TRANSACTIONS -UPDATE

On Wednesday, February 9, 2011 the House Financial Institutions Committee held a public hearing on House Bill 83 sponsored by Representative Jerry Nolte (R-Gladstone).  HB 83 specifies that an agreement to operate or share an automated teller machine (ATM) cannot prohibit the owner or operator of the machine from imposing an access fee or surcharge on an individual conducting a transaction using a foreign bank account.  Currently, foreign banks may charge fees but domestic ones cannot.  Testifying in support was the Missouri Bankers Association and the Missouri Credit Union Association.  No testimony was received in opposition and the committee took no further action.

On Wednesday, February 16, 2011 the House Financial Institutions Committee held an executive session and adopted a House Committee Substitute for HB 83.  The Committee then voted 16-0 to “do pass” the bill with consent status.
On March 15, 2011 the Missouri House voted 153-0 to “third read and pass” HB 83.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.

On April 11, the Senate Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections Committee heard HCS HB 83.  Testimony in support was given by Missouri Bankers Association and Missouri Credit Union Association.  No testimony was received in opposition and no further action was taken.
LINKED DEPOSIT PROGRAM SUNSET REPEAL - UPDATE

On Wednesday, February 9, 2011 the House Financial Institutions Committee held a public hearing on House Bill 109 sponsored by Representative Don Wells (R-Cabool).  Currently, the State Treasurer is not able to invest in any linked deposit, the value of which is to be loaned to a recipient other than an eligible water supply system or an eligible student borrower, after December 31, 2015, or invest in any linked deposit, the value of which is to be lent to any new eligible facility borrower, after January 1, 2020.  This bill repeals this provision allowing the State Treasurer to invest in these deposits after those dates.  Testifying in support was the State Treasurer’s office; Missouri Bankers Association and Farm Credit Services.  No testimony was received in opposition and the committee took no further action.

On Wednesday, February 16, 2011 the committee held an executive session and voted 16-0 to send the bill from committee “do pass with consent status”.

On March 15, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 158-0 to “third read and pass” HB `109.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.

On April 11th, the Senate Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections Committee heard HB 109.  Testimony in support was given by Missouri State Treasurer’s Office and Missouri Bankers Association.  No further action was taken.
REAL ESTATE LICENSE IMMUNITY - UPDATE

On Wednesday, January 26, 2011 the House Professional Registration and Licensing Committee held a public hearing on House Bill 220 sponsored by Representative Jason Smith (R-Salem).  HB 220 specifies that a real estate licensee will be immune from liability for statements made by certain expert professionals unless the expert was selected by and engaged solely by the licensee.  A recommendation alone by a licensee of the person making the statements or the ordering of a report or inspection alone will not constitute selecting or engaging a person.  This legislation was filed on behalf of the Missouri Association of Realtors to address within the marketplace created by unlicensed home inspectors.  Testifying in support was Sam Licklider on behalf of the Missouri Association of Realtors.  No testimony was received in opposition and the committee took no further action.

On Wednesday, February 9th the committee met in executive session and voted HB 220 “do pass consent”.  

On Tuesday, April 5, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 153-0 to “third read and pass” HB 220.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.

On Monday, Aril 11th the Senate Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections Committee heard HB 220.  Testimony in support was given by Missouri Association of Realtors.  There was no testimony in opposition and no action was taken.
CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE - UPDATE

On Monday, February 21, 2011 the House Insurance Policy Committee held a public hearing on House Bill 407 sponsored by Representative Paul Wieland (R-Imperial).  HB 407 prohibits a person from preparing, issuing, or requesting the issuance of a certificate of insurance form unless it has been filed with the Director of the Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration and from altering or modifying a filed certificate of insurance form.  
Testifying in support were the Missouri Association of Insurance Agents and American Family Insurance.  Testifying in opposition were Prudential Asset Resources; MetLife Insurance; Bank of America, Missouri Council of Life Insurers and Life Insurance Association of Missouri.  The opponents argue that this legislation would end commercial real estate lending in Missouri due to requirements placed on lenders by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac that require a “pure” unmodified evidence of insurance form.  This law would allow for only a certificate of insurance that would state “for information only” on the document.  The opponents have concern that HB 407 would codify in statute evidence of non-insurance.  The committee chairman stated that he intends to bring both sides together before moving the legislation forward.  The committee took no further action.
On Monday, March 14, 2011 the committee held an executive session and adopted a House Committee Substitute for HB 407.  The bill sponsor noted he had reached an agreement with all interested parties.  The committee then voted 7-0 to send HCS for HB 407 “do pass” from committee.
On Thursday, April 14, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 153-1 to “third read and pass” HB 407.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.
MODERNIZATION OF CREDIT UNION STATUTES - UPDATE

On Wednesday, February 16, 2011 the House Financial Institutions Committee held a public hearing on House Bill 465 sponsored by Representative Don Wells (R-Cabool).  HB 465 changes the laws regarding the Division of Credit Unions within the Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration.  Testifying in support was the Missouri Credit Union Association.  No testimony was received in opposition.  The committee then held an executive session and adopted a House Committee Substitute.  The committee then voted 16-0 to “do pass” the HCS for HB 465.

On Wednesday, February 23, 2011 the committee held an executive session and voted 12-0 to send the bill “do pass” from committee.
On March 16, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 150-0 to “third read and pass” HB 465.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.

On Monday, April 11th the Senate Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections Committee heard HB 465.  Testimony in support was given by Missouri Credit Union Association.  No testimony was received in opposition and no further action was taken.
MISSOURI HOME INSPECTORS PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCY AND FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT

On April 13th the House Professional Registration and Licensing Committee heard HB 553 sponsored by Representative Bob Nance (R-Excelsior Springs).  HB 553 establishes the Missouri Home Inspectors Professional Competency and Financial Responsibility Act to promote consumer protection, ensure professional competency, and ensure the presence of a viable home inspection industry in Missouri.  In its main provisions, the bill:

(1)  Requires, on or after January 1, 2012, any person conducting a home inspection to be registered with the Division of Professional Registration within the Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration;

(2)  Establishes the five-member Missouri Home Inspectors Registration Board to implement the registration program and specifies its duties, powers, membership, and the members' terms of office;

(3)  Creates the Home Inspectors Registration Fee Fund to be administered by the division for use by the board;

(4)  Authorizes the board to establish registration qualifications, an application process, examination content, the licensing fee, criteria for courses of instruction, continuing education requirements, and procedures for the issuance of a license on a reciprocal basis and to develop and publish standards of professional conduct;

(5)  Exempts certain individuals from registering as a home inspector;

(6)  Specifies that anyone performing a home inspection without being registered will be guilty of a class A misdemeanor; and

(7)  Authorizes the board to refuse to issue or renew, suspend, deny, or revoke any registration or impose probationary conditions on an applicant or registrant for certain specified actions.

Testimony in support was given by Missouri Association of Realtors and Kansas City Regional Association of Realtors.  Testimony in opposition was given by Missouri Association of Home Inspectors and St. Louis Chapter of ASHI.  Informational testimony was given by Association of Trial Attorneys.  No further action was taken.
PAY DAY LENDING - UPDATE

On Wednesday, March 16, 2011 the House Financial Institutions Committee held an executive session on House Bill 656 sponsored by Representative Ellen Brandom (R-Sikeston).  HB 656 changes the laws regarding unsecured loans of $500 or less, commonly known as payday loans.  
The committee defeated amendments to add an interest rate cap to the bill.  The committee voted 13-3 to send HB 656 “do pass” from committee.

The committee also considered HB 132 sponsored by Representative Mary Still (D-Columbia) pertaining to pay day loans.  HB 132 placed a 36% annual interest rate cap on all pay day loans.  This bill was defeated by an 11-5 vote.

On Wednesday, April 13, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 99-57 to “third read and pass” House Bill 656.  An amendment was adopted during the perfection of the bill that establishes a pilot program within the Division of Finance in the Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration to develop a real-time statewide compliance system for licensed payday lenders to record each payday loan transaction.  No fee exceeding 10 cents per transaction can be charged for the administration of this program.  The division must submit a preliminary report to the General Assembly by March 1, 2012, and a final report by June 1, 2012, documenting the usefulness of the system and the general compliance of licensees.  The system must be fully implemented by September 1, 2011, and will expire August 31, 2012.
The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES SUNSET - UPDATE

Any administrative rule proposed, adopted, or amended by a state agency after August 28, 2011 must automatically terminate six years after its effective date under House Bill 697 sponsored by Representative Jason Smith (R-Salem). The bill was the subject of a hearing in the House Downsizing State Government Committee on March 10, 2010 at which there were no witnesses for or against. The committee took no further action on the bill.

On March 16, 2011 the committee took up the bill in executive session and adopted a substitute that called for review of rules adopted before August 28, 2011 as well as after, then voted the substitute do-pass on a vote of 8-5.
On April 14, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 109-50 to “third read and pass” HB 697.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.
BRICKS AND MORTAR REQUIREMENT FOR TITLE AGENCIES - UPDATE

On Tuesday, February 15, 2011 the Senate Small Business, Insurance and Industrial Relations Committee held a public hearing on Senate Bill 166 sponsored by Senator Jack Goodman (R-Mount Vernon).  SB 166 imposes additional requirements for obtaining and maintaining a title insurance license. Under current law, it is unlawful for title agencies or title agents to transact title insurance business unless they are licensed under Missouri law. As a condition of licensing, this act requires title agencies and title agents to maintain a physical place of business within Missouri substantially devoted to the conduct of the title insurance business or, in the case of title agents, be employed by title insurers licensed in Missouri.  Testifying in support was the Missouri Land Title Association.  No testimony was received in opposition and the committee took no further action.
On Tuesday, February 22, 2011 the committee held an executive session and voted 4-2 to “do pass” SB 166.  Those voting “no” were Senator Jason Crowell (R-Cape Girardeau) and Senator Tim Green (D-Spanish Lake).
On March 2, 2011 the Missouri Senate voted 30-2 to “third read and pass” SB 166.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri House of Representatives.

On April 11th the House Insurance Policy Committee heard SB 166.  Testimony in support was given by the Missouri Land Title Association, Boyd & Boyd Title Company, and Agents National Title Insurance.  Testimony in opposition was given by Kathy Alexander representing the Mortgage Bankers Association of Missouri, Missouri Bankers Association, Bank of America, and Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  The opposition is concerned with the increase of costs and the limitations that this bill will propose. 

Informational testimony was given by the Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration.  

No further action was taken.
EMPLOYER/EMPLOYEE RELATED ISSUES

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS FOR SPOUSES OF TRANSFERRED MILITARY- UPDATE

House Bill 136 sponsored by Representative David Day (R-Dixon) would allow a spouse of an active member of the Armed Forces to be eligible for unemployment benefits if accompanying the spouse in the event of a military transfer.  Representative Day stated in a hearing of the House Veterans Committee on January 25, 2011 that thirty-eight other states have this provision.  Representatives of Missouri veteran’s organizations and the Missouri Department of Labor and Industrial Relations testified in favor of the bill, and there was no opposition. The committee took no further action on the bill.

On March 3, 2011 the Missouri House voted 155-0 to “third read and pass” HB 136.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.

On Monday, April 11th the Senate Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections Committee heard HB 136.  Testimony in support was given by representatives of Missouri veteran’s organizations and the Missouri Department of Labor and Industrial Relations.  There was no testimony in opposition and the committee took no further action on the bill.
MILITARY FAMILY RELIEF FUND EXTENSION -UPDATE

The House Veterans Committee on January 25, 2011 held a public hearing and later voted to approve House Bill 149 sponsored by Representative David Day (R-Dixon).  The bill would extend the expiration of the provisions of the Military Family Relief Fund to December 31, 2017. The fund is used to support families of military personnel on active duty.  Representatives of the Missouri National Guard and the Missouri Department of Public Safety testified in favor of the bill and there was no opposition. The committee voted 13-0 in favor of advancing the measure as a consent bill.

On March 15, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 156-0 to “third read and pass” HB 149.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.

On Monday, April 11th the Senate Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections Committee heard HB 149.  Representatives of the Missouri National Guard and the Missouri Department of Public Safety testified in favor of the bill and there was no opposition. No testimony in opposition was given and no action was taken.

UNEMPLOYMENT LAW – TAFP

On Tuesday, April 12, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 138-15 to “Truly Agree To and Finally Pass” House Bill 163 sponsored by Representative Barney Fisher (R-Richards).  HB 163 allows the state to continue to receive extended federal unemployment benefit funds until August 28, 2013. 

Under current law, the Board of Unemployment Financing is authorized to issue, sell, and deliver credit instruments if they mature within ten years and do not remain outstanding for more than ten years. The ten year requirement is removed from both of these provisions. 

Under current law, the Division of Employment Security may contract with consumer reporting agencies to provide employing units with a secure means to provide quarterly wage reports to the division. This substitute requires such a contract.  Claimants are denied unemployment benefits for any week the claimant has an outstanding overpayment penalty.   This act contains an emergency clause.

On Wednesday, April 13, 2011 Governor Jay Nixon signed HB 163 into law.

DEFENDANTS LIABILITY IN TORT ACTION - UPDATE

The House General Laws Committee on February 17, 2011 held a hearing on House Bill 364 sponsored by Representative Mark Parkinson (R-St. Charles), then immediately approved the bill for consideration by the entire House of Representatives. The bill changes the determination of a defendant's liability in a tort action for damages by specifying that the liability of each defendant for compensatory or punitive damages must be several and cannot be joint.  Each defendant must be only liable for the amount of damages allocated to that defendant in direct proportion to his or her percentage of fault.  A separate several judgment must be rendered against that defendant for that amount. The court must multiply the total amount of damages recoverable by the plaintiff with regard to each defendant by the percentage of each defendant's fault to determine the maximum recoverable amount of judgment to be entered against each defendant.  The court or jury must also consider the fault of all persons or entities who contributed to the alleged injury or damages, regardless of whether the person or entity was, or could have been, named as a party to the suit.  Negligence or fault of a nonparty may be considered if the plaintiff entered into a settlement agreement with the nonparty or if the defending party gives notice before trial, in accordance with required court rules, that a nonparty was wholly or partially at fault.

More than fifteen witnesses representing business and professional associations, defense lawyers, the insurance industry, and others appeared in support of the bill, with some witnesses engaging in extensive debate with committee members on examples offered for discussion. The Missouri Association of Trial Attorneys and one individual attorney testified in opposition.

Following the hearing the committee took up the bill in executive session and voted it do-pass by a vote of 8-5.

On April 12, 2011 the House General Laws Committee held an executive session on HB 364.  The bill was then voted “do pass” from committee.

ELIMINATES OBSOLETE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - UPDATE

On March 3, 2011 the House Downsizing State Government Committee held an executive session and voted House Bill 464 sponsored by Representative Cole McNary (R-Chesterfield) do-pass by a vote of 17-0. The bill eliminates, combines, and revises certain state boards, commissions, committees, and councils; and changes the laws regarding articles of incorporation by business entities.

On April 14, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 155-0 to “third read and pass” HB 464.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.

“SHOW ME” HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE

On Thursday, April 14, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 157-0 to “third read and pass” House Bill 609 sponsored by Representative Chris Molendorp (R-Belton).  HB 609 establishes the Show-Me Health Insurance Exchange Act to comply with the requirements of the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) of 2010 to facilitate the purchase and sale of qualified health plans and qualified dental plans in the individual market and to provide for the establishment of a small business health option program (SHOP exchange) to assist qualified small employers enrolling their employees in qualified health plans and dental plans offered in the small group market.  The intent of the exchange is to reduce the number of uninsured; provide a transparent marketplace; increase competition in the health insurance market; increase portability of health insurance coverage; reduce health care costs; provide consumer education; and assist individuals with access to programs, tax credits, and cost-sharing reductions.  The exchange must conduct extensive consumer outreach to increase the awareness and effectiveness of the exchange.

The bill has been sent to the Missouri Senate.

SECOND INJURY FUND CLAIM TERMINATION - UPDATE

The House Workforce Development and Workplace Safety Committee on April 4, 2011 held a hearing on House Bill 893 sponsored by Representative Todd Richardson (R-Poplar Bluff). The bill would require the termination of most new claims against the Second Injury Fund after July 1, 2011 and establish an additional temporary surcharge (which may continue for several decades) to pay the existing and yet to be settled claims against the fund.

The Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Missouri Association of Trial Attorneys, American Insurance Association and the Steelworkers union offered testimony in support of elements of the bill. Associated Industries of Missouri, NFIB, the Missouri Retailers Association and Associated Builders and Contractors testified in opposition.

The committee took no further action on the bill.

On April 13, 2011 the committee held an executive session and adopted a House Committee Substitute.  The committee then voted HCS for HB 893 “do pass”.

JOB RETENTION INCENTIVES

On Wednesday, April 13, 2011 the House International Trade and Job Creation Committee held a public hearing on House Bill 924 sponsored by Representative Jerry Nolte (R-Gladstone).  HB 924 extends the issuance of job retention tax credits from August 30, 2013, to August 30, 2015, and authorizes economic incentives for job retention projects within high-risk metropolitan statistical areas as defined in the bill under the Missouri Quality Jobs Program for qualified companies that retain a specified number of existing jobs and make a specified amount of new capital investments.  The economic incentives can be in the form of retaining taxes otherwise withheld from retained jobs, tax credits, or sales and use tax exemptions.  The bill specifies the requirements for a qualified company to receive benefits under the program, how the benefits will be calculated, and penalties for failure to meet any requirements under the program.  If a qualified company receives benefits for a job retention project within a high-risk metropolitan statistical area under the Missouri Quality Jobs Program, it cannot receive any tax credit or exemption or retain withholding taxes under the Manufacturing Jobs Act, Section 620.1910, RSMo.  Testifying in support was the City of Kansas City; Kansas City Economic Development Council; Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce; Kansas City Power and Light; Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Civic Council of Kansas City.  No testimony was received in opposition.  The committee then held an executive session and voted 13-0 to send HB 924 “do pass” to the House floor.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION LEGISLATION CLEARS SENATE - UPDATE

On Thursday, March 17, 2011 the Missouri Senate voted 29-3 to “third read and pass” Senate Bill 8 sponsored by Senator Jack Goodman (R-Mount Vernon).  SB 8 affirmatively states that occupational diseases are covered under workers' compensation laws. 

SB 8 ensures that co-employees shall be released from liability for all workplace injuries under the workers' compensation system except when they engage in an affirmative negligent act that purposefully and dangerously caused or increased the risk of injury. 

Toxic exposure is defined as an exposure to chemicals, dusts, particulates, fumes, mists, fibers, solvents, vapors, radiation, or other substances or other materials that, when ingested, consumed, inhaled, or absorbed are sufficient to cause disease, death, mutations, cancer, deformities, or reproductive abnormalities in humans. In cases where occupational disease is caused by toxic exposure, there shall be no subrogation rights for employers.

The bill has been sent to the Missouri House of Representatives.  This legislation should look dramatically different if it passes the House and will surely be headed to a Conference Committee for possible compromise.

On April 11, 2011 the House Committee on Workforce Development and Workplace Safety held a hearing on the bill. Associated Industries of Missouri, the Missouri Chamber, RCGA, NFIB, Associated Builders and Contractors, Missouri Restaurant Association, Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce, American Insurance Association, Missouri Insurance Coalition, United Steelworkers, and Missouri AFL-CIO testified in favor of the compromise bill. The Missouri Association of Trial Attorneys testified against the bill in the information-only segment of the hearing.

Following the hearing the committee went into executive session and voted the bill do-pass by a vote of 7-4.

CIVIL AIR PATROL - UPDATE

On Wednesday, January 26th the Senate Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government Committee heard SB 36 sponsored by Senator Jim Lembke (R-St. Louis).  SB 36 allows employees of employers with fifty or more employees to take a leave of absence to perform civil air patrol emergency service duty or counter narcotics missions. The employee will not lose time, leave, or any other rights or benefits as a result of this leave of absence. However, the employer is not required to pay a salary to the employee during this period of leave and the employer has a right to request that the employee be exempted from responding to a specific mission and the Missouri wing commander is required to honor the employer's request.

Testimony in support was given by Missouri Civil Air Patrol.  No further action was taken.

On Wednesday, February 9th the committee met in executive session and voted SB 36 “do pass consent” by a vote of 9-0.

On Tuesday, April 12, 2011 the Missouri Senate voted 31-0 to “third read and pass” SB 36.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri House of Representatives.

MODIFIES EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION LAW - TAFP

The Senate Commerce, Energy and the Environment Committee on February 22, 2011 held a hearing on Senate Bill 188 sponsored by Senator Brad Lager (R-Savannah), which would modify existing law relating to the Missouri Human Rights Act and employment discrimination. Senator Lager and numerous witnesses testifying in favor of the bill on behalf of business, insurance, employment and other groups emphasized that existing law is doing serious damage to Missouri’s prospects for retaining existing employers and attracting new business due to uncertainties related to the current state of employment law arising from court decisions. An equally passionate group of witnesses in opposition representing labor, attorneys, organizations representing certain protected classes, and others, testified that the proposed changes would be detrimental to the rights of numerous individuals in Missouri. After a lengthy hearing the committee adjourned without taking further action on the bill.

On Thursday, March 10, 2011 the Missouri Senate voted 25-9 to third read and pass Senate Bill 188.  The bill has been sent to the Missouri House of Representatives.

On March 31, 2011 the House Committee on Workforce Development and Workplace Safety held a hearing on the bill with essentially the same group testifying as testified earlier in the Senate. The committee did not take up the bill in executive session.

On Wednesday, April 13, 2011 the Missouri House of Representatives voted 93-63 to “truly agree to and finally pass” SB 188.  The bill has been sent to the Governor’s desk.

ELECTRONIC CORPORATE BOARD ACTION

The Senate Judiciary, Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence Committee on April 11, 2011 held a hearing on Senate Bill 328 sponsored by Senator Jack Goodman (R-Mt. Vernon). The bill allows actions required to be taken at corporate committee meetings to be taken without a meeting if all of the board or committee members consent by electronic transmission. Such transmissions shall be filed with the minutes of the corporate meetings. There were no witnesses testifying on the bill and the committee took no further action.
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